
  

1 

 

Concept Note  

Consultative Meeting on a Sustainable Development Goal on Land 
Degradation Neutral World (LDNW) and on the associated target for a 

Zero Net Land Degradation (ZNLD) 
 

(26-27 June 2013, Seoul-Republic of Korea) 
 

I. Background and Context 
 
LDNW and ZNLD: A Priority for Global Sustainability 

Pursuant to decision 8/COP.10, the secretariat actively participated in the preparations and attended 

Rio+20.  As a result paragraph 206 of Rio+20 outcomes document “The Future We Want” states:  “We 

recognize the need for urgent action to reverse land degradation. In view of this, we will strive to 

achieve a land-degradation-neutral world in the context of sustainable development...””””. Along with 

paragraphs 205-209, this global consensus at the highest level provides a unique opportunity for setting 

target(s) to achieve land degradation neutrality under the mandate of the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD). Establishing quantitative targets for improving land productivity, 

monitoring progress at all scales and promoting holistic approaches to reversing land degradation trends 

are some of the core issues in implementing the UNCCD. 

While the world’s drylands continue to be the most vulnerable and threatened by desertification, land 

degradation and drought (DLDD), land degradation is a global phenomenon with 78% of the total land 

degraded occurring in terrestrial ecosystems other than drylands. The UNCCD will therefore work with 

Parties and all interested partners towards a full implementation of the Rio+20 outcomes as they relate to 

desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD) a global problem affecting a variety of ecosystems 

and landscapes. In Paragraph 208, Member States stressed “the importance of the further development 

and implementation of scientifically based, sound and socially inclusive methods and indicators for 

monitoring and assessing the extent of DLDD as well as the importance of efforts under way to promote 

scientific research and strengthen the scientific base of activities to address desertification and drought in 

accordance with the UNCCD” (mandate). In this respect, they took note of the decision of the 10
th
 

Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNCCD to establish an ad-hoc working group, taking into account 

regional balance, to discuss specific options for the provision of scientific advice to its Parties. 

The establishment of a Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) on land Degradation Neutrality - implicitly 

calls for an associated target. If adopted, the proposed integration of the SDG of LDNW and  a Zero Net 

Land Degradation (ZNLD) target has the potential to deliver multiple benefits and contribute significantly 

to addressing other global challenges in the context of  sustainable development agenda including food 

and water security; the productivity of agriculture; biodiversity conservation; poverty alleviation; climate 

change mitigation and adaptation, and the development  of proactive national drought policies, especially 

in dryland areas. 
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A simple but precise approach to formulating a land-related target could result in the increased 

effectiveness in the delivery of the UNCCD 10-year Strategic Plan and Framework (2008-2018). In 

particular, this target would help facilitate the science-policy interface, land degradation assessments for 

determining baselines and monitoring progress, and in highlighting socio-economic costs of the business 

as usual scenario. 

II. Why a LDNW goal and an associated ZNLD target under the UNCCD?  

This is based on the contribution of land and soils in the long-term objectives of the UNCCD, the 

achievement of the outcomes of Rio+20 and of the post 2015 SDGs.  For the UNCCD the LDNW goal 

and the associated ZNLD target refer to reversing and preventing desertification/land degradation and to 

mitigate the effects of drought in affected areas in order to support poverty reduction policies and 

environmental sustainability, in accordance with the UNCCD mandate and the Rio+20 outcomes. 

Pursuant to decision 9/COP.10, this means improving human livelihoods by acting on stopping and 

reversing degradation of dryland ecosystems. 

The prevailing global status and trends in DLDD call for target setting  at global, regional, national and 

local levels. The “Changwon Initiative”, which was tabled at COP10, was the first to call on Parties to the 

UNCCD to  engage into the process of setting targets. The DLDD section in the Rio +20 outcomes 

document could lead to an agreement on the setting up of global targets towards “zero net land 

degradation” as a commitment to build a land degradation neutral world.   

The availability and access to land and water resources are key to achieving food security, peace and  

stability, economic development,  environmental sustainability, and enhanced human well-being. All 

ecological, social and economic systems are adversely impacted by DLDD. Thus, a SDG on land can be 

framed as Sustainable land use for all and by all.  

In this regard, participants at the Consultative meeting are expected to help defining what ZNLD does 

mean in practice. 

III. Objectives 

The objectives of the consultative meeting are to: 

• Gather advice and recommendations on options for the establishment of a Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) on LDNW under the UN Post-2015 and SDGs negotiations and a 
ZNLD target under the UNCCD; • Provide a rationale and necessary elements for the establishment of an Open-ended Expert 

Group (OEG) by Parties at COP.11 that would provide recommendations for establishing a 

LDNW goal and formulating a ZNLD target, including options on the composition, terms of 

reference, and related modus operandi of the OEG.  
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IV. The Aim of the Consultative Meeting of Experts 

The UNCCD Secretariat jointly with the Republic of Korea, through the Korea Forest Service and other 

partners, are facilitating the organization of the consultative meeting, which will focus on:  

1. Contributions that diverse decision-makers and  stakeholders can provide in delivering on the 

LDNW goal; 

2. Identification of “policies for action” needed to promote the implementation of the LDNW goal and 

the associated ZNLD target; 

3. Recommendations on the possible role of various actors towards a decision-making process at 

the level of the UNCCD COP and to the UN General Assembly through the ongoing 

intergovernmental interactions on SDGs and the Post 2015 global development framework 

processes; 

4. Addressing scientific and other constraints in the operationalization of a ZNLD target. 

V. Expected outputs  

The consultative meeting of experts will take place in Seoul, Korea on June 26 and 27, 2013. The 

conclusion of the meeting will inform and contribute to the documents and proposals to be generated by 

the UNCCD Secretariat, including: 

1. A roadmap for implementation: The key strategies, policies and practices for the governance and 

coordination of the LDNW goal and the associated ZNLD target at the regional and  global levels; 

2. A roadmap for options and modalities to strengthen the scientific evidence for LDNW/ZNLD and 

for addressing gaps in knowledge and capacity; 

3. Specific recommendations for the UNCCD to be tabled at UNCCD COP.11. Through the most 

appropriate channel.  

VI. Participants in the Consultative Meeting of Experts 

Participants in the consultative meeting will include a selected number of UNCCD National Focal Points, 

leading scientific experts, and representatives from international and civil society organizations and the 

business community, balanced in terms of regional representation and gender.  

A total of 25 people are expected to participate in the Consultative Meeting of Experts, as follows: 

• Government policy and decision makers (UNCCD National Focal Points)  40% 

• Relevant international organizations      10% 

• Business and CSO representatives      10% 

• Academic, scientific personalities on themes related with DLDD/water/forestry 40% 
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VII. Working Modalities 

The profile and expertise of the participants would enable the organization of two working groups: 

addressing the same agenda and questions in parallel discussions. 

The discussions will take stock of outcomes of recent international events relating to LDNW/ZNLD. The 

outputs will be shared with Parties to the UNCCD during regional preparatory meetings for COP.11 and at 

the COP 11 session in September 2013, with the aim to submit the expected recommendations to the 

consideration of the Parties to the UNCCD for decision making as appropriate.  

 

***************** 


